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fervently form Catholic spirituality, so that together we may
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“The Law
of the Garbage Truck”

Over the years, I have come to
know that Christian spiritual
tradition teaches that silence
opens us to God’s Word and is
necessary to a mature prayer life
in Christ. To achieve greater
intimacy with God—openness to
listening to what God is saying —it may not always
be the way we want it, but we must move into a
silent place where only God can reach us, use us,
and mold us. Sometimes it comes in a fire, whisper,
or wind.
The events of my life have taught me that as
humans, we are constantly searching for a better life.
For some it may be the better job or social status.
During this constant search of what is presumed to
be that better something, it is easy to miss the beauty
in the story of our own lives. The ultimate happiness
of what we may seek in other places may possibly
be found right before our eyes. As the great African
Saint Augustine of Hippo said, “Some people, in
order to discover God, read books. But there is a
great book: the very appearance of created things.
Look above you! Look below you! Note it. Read it.
God, whom you want to discover, never wrote a
book with ink. Instead He set before your eyes the
things that He had made. Can you ask for a louder
voice than that?” Maybe the story of one of the
pages of my own life will help explain what
St. Augustine is saying.
One day I hopped into a taxi-cab and we took off for
the airport on my way home to Ghana. We were
driving in the right lane when suddenly a black car
jumped out of a parking space right in front of us.
My taxi driver slammed on his brakes, skidded, and
missed the other car by just inches! The driver of the
other car whipped his head around and started
yelling at us. My taxi driver just smiled and waved
at the guy. And I mean he was really friendly. So I
asked, “Why did you just do that? This guy almost
caused an accident and sent us to the hospital
before I could catch the plane to see my family!”
This is when my taxi driver taught me what I now
call, “The Law of the Garbage Truck.” He explained
to me that many people are like garbage trucks.
They run around full of garbage, full of frustration,
full of anger, full of disappointment and rage.
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As their garbage piles up, they
need a place to dump it and
sometimes they’ll dump it on you.
Don’t take it personally. Just
smile, wave, wish them well, and
move on. Don’t pick up their
garbage and spread it to other
people in your life, whether at
work, at home, or to people that
you don’t even know on the streets.
Always remember that good people do not let
garbage trucks take over their day. Life is too short
to wake in the morning with regrets, so...Love the
people who treat you right and don’t dwell on the
ones who don’t. Let us look at today’s gospel more
closely and ask ourselves, what does it mean for
lives? “The kingdom of God is at hand for us.”
How do we respond to Jesus’ call to be His
Disciples? This invitation today challenges us all.
The Eucharistic banquet, which in today’s world
receives so few positive responses after so many
invitations are issued, might be seen in our time as
referring to the meal we celebrate each time we
come to Mass. The menu, so to speak, is simple and
miraculous. The Lord chooses this setting to
nourish our minds and hearts with His word, and
our bodies and souls with His flesh and blood.
There is a standing invitation, week after week, for
this meal, which is held for our spiritual benefit.
Yet, fewer people seem to accept this invitation, and
many make excuses. We are too busy, or we are too
tired today. Others show up, but perhaps arrive
late or leave early. Jesus continues to invite us to
celebrate God’s love through the banquet of the
Eucharist. Let us respond with love, humility, and
gratitude. Let us come to the table of salvation and
respond with our own invitation that He come more
fully into our hearts.
One of the major milestones in gaining wisdom
through the years is finally realizing that meaning is
not something to be found in life, but is rather
something we choose to give to our lives. Change in
life is inevitable, but growth is optional. It is the
path we choose that facilitates growth. I certainly
will do it all over again, by the grace of God as I try
to do His will in my ministry.
Blessings and peace to all.
Father Peter
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Masses for the Week—July 4—10

This Week’s Schedule

MONDAY, July 4 Independence Day

Monday, July 4

8:15 AM + Pete Kutzer
by Ron LaForce

Parish Office CLOSED
NO Bible Study

TUESDAY, July 5
Sts Anthony Zaccaria & Elizabeth of Portugal

Saturday, July 9
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10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry in Parish Center

8:15 AM + Dear Friend
by Jake & Katie

Weekend, July 9/10

Mission Appeal Weekend

WEDNESDAY, July 6 St Maria Goretti

8:15 AM Special Intention (Living)
by Eileen Zegarelli
THURSDAY, July 7 Weekday
FRIDAY, July 8 Weekday

8:15 AM + Ray Dalle
by Bill and Sue D’Ambrosio
SATURDAY, July 9 St Augustine Zhao Rong

4:00 PM + Mark Byrne
by The DePetres Family
SUNDAY, July 10 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM + Dee Stein
by St John’s Women’s Guild
10:00 AM + For the People
Wills/Bequests/Memorials—
Please Remember St. John the Evangelist Parish

Please keep the following ordained in your
prayers this week.
July 3 July 4

July 5

July 6

July 7

July 8

July 9

Father of all Nations and Ages
Father of all Nations and ages,
We recall the day when our country
claimed its place among the family of nations.
For all that has been achieved, we give You thanks;
for the work that still remains, we ask Your help, and, as
You have called us from many peoples to be one nation,
grant that, under Your providence, our country may share
Your blessings with all the peoples of the earth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
Who lives and reigns with You,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever, Amen.
-New Roman Missal

Parish Office CLOSED this Monday, July 4
for Independence Day
Prayer for the
Eucharistic Revival
My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I
love You! I beg pardon for those who do
not believe, nor adore, nor hope, nor love
You.
Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, I adore You profoundly. I offer
You the most precious Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the
tabernacles of the world in reparation for the outrages,
sacrileges and indifference by which He is offended.
And, through the infinite merits of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of You the
conversion of sinners.
—Our Lady of Fatima

“My flesh for the life of the world”
Learn more at https://eucharisticrevival.dor.org/
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Sunday, July 3 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading Is 66:10-14c
Thus says the LORD:
Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her,
all you who love her; exult, exult with her,
all you who were mourning over her!
Oh, that you may suck fully of the milk of her comfort,
that you may nurse with delight at her abundant breasts!
For thus says the LORD:
Lo, I will spread prosperity over Jerusalem like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing torrent.
As nurslings, you shall be carried in her arms,
and fondled in her lap; as a mother comforts her child,
so will I comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find your
comfort.
When you see this, your heart shall rejoice and your bodies
flourish like the grass; the LORD's power shall be known
to his servants.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth,
sing praise to the glory of his name;
proclaim his glorious praise.
Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you,
sing praise to your name!”
Come and see the works of God,
his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam.
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
He has changed the sea into dry land;
through the river they passed on foot;
therefore let us rejoice in him.
He rules by his might forever.
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare
what he has done for me.
Blessed be God who refused me not
my prayer or his kindness!
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Second Reading Gal 6:14-18
Brothers and sisters:
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.
For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does
uncircumcision, but only a new creation.
Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule
and to the Israel of God.
From now on, let no one make troubles for me;
for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
brothers and sisters. Amen.

Alleluia Col 3:15a, 16a
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Lk 10:1-9
At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom
he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he
intended to visit. He said to them,
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest. Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like
lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no
sandals; and greet no one along the way. Into whatever
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.’ If a
peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him;
but if not, it will return to you.
Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to
you, for the laborer deserves his payment. Do not move
about from one house to another. Whatever town you enter
and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the
sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand
for you.’”
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.
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Visiting Missionary
Fr. Baiju Antony V.C., a Vincentian Missionary Priest
from India, will be in our parish NEXT weekend, July 9/10
to participate in our Annual Missionary Cooperation Plan.
He will share his missionary experience at all the Masses
and will make an appeal on behalf of the Vincentian
Missions.
The Vincentian Congregation (V.C.), a Religious
Congregation, was founded in Kerala, India in 1904,
modeled after the Congregation of the Mission founded by
St. Vincent de Paul. Members of this flourishing Religious
Congregation are engaged in Mission Work in all parts of
India and in East Africa and in Peru. Please visit their
web site, www.vincentians.in, to learn more about
them.
The Vincentian Missionaries need our help to carry out
their many missionary, educational and charitable
activities. They need our special financial support for the
training of young men studying for priesthood. There will
be special mission collection next weekend to help the
Missionary work of the Vincentian Fathers. We urge you
to be very generous in your mission offering since these
Missionaries need our help. Please keep Fr. Baiju and all
the Vincentian Missionaries in your prayers. Thank you.
Please make checks payable to St. John’s & in the
memo please write: Mission.

Words of Reflection
from Eucharistic
Revival Mass
Delegates
Some of our St. John’s
delegates who attended
Bishop Matano’s
Eucharistic Revival
kick-off Mass on June
19 wanted to share their
reflections……
“What an honor to represent our Beloved St. John’s at the
Eucharistic Revival at Corpus Christi on June 19. It was
incredibly inspiring to see so many faithful people
celebrate on the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ! Everyone was so friendly and welcoming. It was
also very moving to see the entire church respond and sing
with all their hearts. Giving of yourself truly is one of the
most important aspects of being a Catholic and follower of
Christ. It is my hope that this kick-off kindles a fire in the
hearts of those who have drawn away from the church and
to further fill the hearts of all active Catholics. Our world
needs Him now more than ever.”
- Wayne Howard, delegate

“Being a delegate from St. John’s, together with Wayne
Howard, Karen Cooper and Melissa Ryan, was a
privilege. Being at Mass with full participation and
enthusiasm from the congregation was uplifting and
energized me in my faith! After Mass, Bishop Matano led
us in the procession bringing the Eucharistic Jesus out into
the community witnessing to our brothers and sisters. This
was a first experience for me; one that drew focus to the
holiness of what was taking place and highlighting what a
very special gift we have in our Eucharistic Lord; a gift
not to be taken for granted. During this Eucharistic
Revival and beyond, I would like to see more of the
traditions of our Church take place in our parish and in
our diocese affording us additional opportunities to
deepen our understanding of and respect for the Eucharist
and drawing closer to Christ.
- Marcia Parsons, delegate

Join St John’s
on August 21st from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
in the Parish Center.
The day includes: A Chicken BBQ, Bake Sale, Basket
Raffle, Kids Crafts, and Much More!
Donations Requested!
As we prepare for the End of Summer Bash, we would
love your support. Please consider donating a basket for
our raffle or a baked good.
Please contact Christine Paoletti at 478-2623 or
cpaoletti84@gmail.com for more information.
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This Week’s Sanctuary Candles burn for

Rita Wisotzke Mother of Nancy Salatino

BLESSINGS OF FINANCIAL

June 18/19
ATTENDANCE..…..385
BUDGETED Sunday Offering…………….. $
9,706.00
SUNDAY Offering………………………….$ 5,608.44
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$
3,442.00
TOTAL Sunday Offering………………...… $ 9,050.44
SHORTAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING…($
655.56)
June 25/26
ATTENDANCE..…..376
BUDGETED Sunday Offering…………….. $
9,706.00
SUNDAY Offering………………………….$
5,688.44
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$ 1,683.00
TOTAL Sunday Offering………………...… $ 7,371.44
SHORTAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING…($ 2,334.56)
Second Collection
Peter’s Pence…………………………...…..$
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$
TOTAL Offering…………………….…...…$

1,424.00
15.00
1,439.00

Fiscal Year 2021-22 as June 26, 2022*
YEARLY BUDGET …………...………..….$ 495,000.00
BUDGETED TO-DATE…………………….$ 495,000.00
ACTUAL COLLECTED……………….…...$ 494,320.18
SHORTAGE for Fiscal Year……………….($
605.82)
*Last weekend of fiscal year
I would like to thank everyone for what we have achieved
this past fiscal year. Although I am very grateful for ALL
your contributions, we are in a shortfall as noted above.
We are all going through tough economic times but I will
encourage each of us to continue to remember the
Church.
Fr. Peter
Fiscal Riddle
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the
Bible?
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of
the Nile and drew out a little prophet.

Tabernacle I United States of America
Tabernacle II Law Enforcement Personnel
Marian I US Military
Marian II Priestly Ordination of Aaron Kelly

Online Giving
You can make your weekly, monthly, annual and one-time
donations from your checking or savings account, or by using
a credit or debit card, electronically, from your own
computer. We use a product from a company that we have
been with for a long time and has a long history of working
with parishes around the country. It is easy, safe and secure!
A link to Online Giving can be found at our Parish Home
Page www.stjohngreece.org.
Don’t hesitate to contact the Parish
Office, 225-8980 for details or
assistance with Online Giving.
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St. Maria Goretti
Have you heard of the patron saint of purity? Born to peasant parents in
southern Italy, St. Maria Goretti was a devout girl whose life was
marked by difficulty. Her father died when she was nine, leaving her
single mother with six mouths to feed. Two neighbors helped on the
family farm, including a young man named Alessandro. He began
making crude comments towards Maria. She repeatedly denied him.
After several years, Alessandro attacked Maria to force himself on her.
She resisted and, in his anger, Alessandro stabbed her. Maria died from
the wounds’ infections, but her last words were “I forgive Alessandro
Serenelli, and I want him with me in heaven forever.” While he was in
prison, Maria appeared to Alessandro with a bouquet of roses, one for
each wound he inflicted. In a true miracle of mercy, Alessandro
experienced repentance, became a Franciscan brother after his release,
and was later present at Maria’s canonization.
St. Maria Goretti, pray for us!

Senior Home Communion Service Ministers, July 2022
HAMILTON NURSING HOME COMMUNION SERVICE SCHEDULE

ELDERWOOD VILLAGE COMMUNION SERVICE SCHEDULE
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Steve and Mary Ann Donato

Carolyn Kerhaert

