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go forth in love to serve the Lord and each other.
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Welcome!
If you are new in the parish, we invite you to become a member of our faith community where we come together to
worship the Lord and celebrate the Eucharist. We want to get to know you and recognize there are some challenges in
doing so during Covid-19, however, if you can introduce yourself after Mass, we will be grateful. Please know that
your prayers, your presence, and support of our beloved St. John’s Church are appreciated. Please call or e-mail the
Parish Office for registration assistance. You will find contact information on the front cover of the bulletin.

Who Will Replace Them

I have celebrated so many pains in
funerals as your Pastor. Sometimes
I have felt the word “death” has
been whispered through tears that
never seem to end. It rises in our
hearts as we sit with news of a
loss; it grasps us by the throats as
we weep at the graveside of one
who died so soon or unexpectedly.
For us, people of faith, the word “death” strikes
us at the very understanding of God, the mystery
of it all. We ask “why?” It is important that we
use great care in our thinking as we face these
great mysteries. We all face the reality of life,
birth, and death that comes our way. Then we
grow in it through the challenges and struggles of
human life. There is indeed a tragic element to
human life and no one escapes suffering.
Yet sometimes when we experience a tragedy or
loss and the pain seems almost unbearable, we
yearn for those days that merely annoyed us,
when it seemed that we were simply burning on
the bottom of the pan. Some situations can come
upon us with all the force of an unexpected and
violent storm. These storms can be so powerful
that we panic and forget who Jesus is. Even when
he is right there with us, we may not recognize
him because we are so caught up in everything
around us. During this day, take some time to
think about your own situation. Are we in any
way in exile from God, estranged from our faith

or from those who love us? Are we
tormented by anxiety, fear, anger,
doubt or sadness? If so, God is
eager to restore us to joy and
remove the things that torment us.
How can we keep this from
happening? One way is to get used
to turning to Jesus frequently in
prayer during the day even when
everything is going fine. As we
learn how to find Jesus in our everyday lives, we
will know, almost by our trust and faith, to look
for him when difficulties arise. There are times in
life when people must be encouraged to do what
is best for them including challenging them and
bringing them up in the Catholic Faith. A young
child is told to eat his vegetables. A youth is told
to engage in his studies. A sick person is
encouraged to take his medicine. An angry person
who has been wronged is asked to forgive. These
words are spoken so as to move us to do what
will make our lives better. They must be spoken
boldly, sometimes even harshly, but always
backed with love and concern. My question is:
Who Will Replace Us in Our Church? We all
need to be proactive, young and old alike, to go
forth enthusiastically knowing that God is always
concerned about us. It is imperative for us to
listen, to accept, receive, and be strengthened by
the spiritual nourishment that God gives us.
Blessings to all,
Father Peter
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Masses for the Week—July 25—31

This Week’s Schedule

MONDAY, July 25 St James, Apostle

Monday, July 25

8:15 AM + Ange Zegarelli
by Frank & Nancy Lader

9:00 AM Bible Study in the Parish Center
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TUES, July 26 Sts Joachim & Anne, Parents of Mary

8:15 AM + Gerry & Bridget McArdle
by Jim & Delia Keane
WEDNESDAY, July 27 Weekday

8:15 AM + Cosmo & Annetta Coccitto
by Leonardis Family
THURSDAY, July 28 Weekday
FRIDAY, July 29 St Martha

8:15 AM + Sharon A. Swartz
by Douglas and Veronica Moffett
SATURDAY, July 30 St Peter Chrysologus

4:00 PM + Joan Brescia
by Nancy Battaglia
SUNDAY, July 31 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM + David Jon Pencola
by Janet Pencola and Family
10:00 AM + Sylvia E. Hall
by Fr. Peter and Family in Ghana
Wills/Bequests/Memorials—
Please Remember St. John the Evangelist Parish

Please keep the following ordained in your
prayers this week.
July 24 July 25 July 26

July 27

July 28

July 29

July 30

Save the Date for our Upcoming
Mass Book Opening
The next scheduled Mass Book opening will
take place beginning Wednesday, August 3.
Beginning on this date you will phone the Parish
Office at the Rectory to schedule Masses for the months
of September through December, 2022. Again, this will
be done only by telephone between the hours of 9:00 AM
until noon and from 2:00 PM till 5:00 PM. We are unable
to accept requested dates/payments prior to August 3rd.
We will follow the same guidelines we’ve been using that
offers the opportunity to schedule (2) Masses. Due to high
requests for weekend Masses, we are limited to offering
(1) weekend Mass. More details, if need be, can be
provided when you call. Those with Mass cards that have
not yet been fulfilled, please call so we can get those
scheduled. Each Mass stipend is $10.00, payable by cash
or check payable to St. John’s Church. Payment
instructions will be given when you call to schedule.

July 24, 2022—17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Meister Eckhart asks, “Who is the man whose prayers God
always hears?” He answers, “God hears the man who
appeals to God as God. When, however, man appeals to
God, hoping for some worldly good, he is not appealing to
God at all, but to what he is asking of God. He is trying to
make God his servant. On this point, St. Augustine says:
‘You pray to what you love, for true whole prayer is
nothing but love!’ Thus, we pray to what we love, and no
one rightly prays to God but he who prays for God and has
nothing on his mind but God.” We struggle with what we
want God to do and how we want our prayer validated.
Meister Eckhart is correct. We often want God to be our
servant. We further struggle with trusting that God knows
what we need and that His will is best.
God’s will is not some predetermined outcome of events
that we must simply suggest. “Thy will be done” is not an
invocation beckoning us to accept a particular state of
affairs passively. Rather, it is the humble and confident
placement of ourselves in the presence of the God we seek,
whom we call “Father.” We must remember that God is the
God of life and light. It is from nothing that God brings
something and from the darkness that God brings life.
Prayer allows us to seek the One we love with the assurance
that all will be well regardless of what course the events of
our lives take. God is not about passive submission but the
humble trust of love.
That’s what makes the Lord’s Prayer the perfect prayer. It
provides us with proper disposition and focus, putting in
line all of the essential relationships of our lives. It
celebrates and fosters the ever-deepening relationship of
trust we have with our Creator. It also calls us to keep open
the doors of love between our brothers and sisters with the
power that comes with forgiveness. If in one’s darkest hour
they can find the resolve to fervently pray this perfect
prayer of Jesus’ conviction, then there is no doubt that God
will hear their plea, reach out in love, and bring them ever
closer to His heart. What more does one need to weather the
storms of life besides faith, hope, and love? These are
God’s most perfect gifts and all we really need. ©LPi
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Sunday, July 17 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading Gn 18:20-32
In those days, the LORD said: “The outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave, that I
must go down and see whether or not their actions fully
correspond to the cry against them that comes to me. I
mean to find out.”
While Abraham’s visitors walked on farther toward
Sodom, the LORD remained standing before Abraham.
Then Abraham drew nearer and said: “Will you sweep
away the innocent with the guilty? Suppose there were
fifty innocent people in the city; would you wipe out the
place, rather than spare it for the sake of the fifty innocent
people within it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to
make the innocent die with the guilty so that the innocent
and the guilty would be treated alike! Should not the judge
of all the world act with justice?” The LORD replied, “If I
find fifty innocent people in the city of Sodom, I will spare
the whole place for their sake.” Abraham spoke up again:
“See how I am presuming to speak to my Lord, though I
am but dust and ashes! What if there are five less than fifty
innocent people? Will you destroy the whole city because
of those five?” He answered, “I will not destroy it, if I find
forty-five there.” But Abraham persisted, saying “What if
only forty are found there?” He replied, “I will forbear
doing it for the sake of the forty.” Then Abraham said,
“Let not my Lord grow impatient if I go on. What if only
thirty are found there?” He replied, “I will forbear doing it
if I can find but thirty there.” Still Abraham went on,
“Since I have thus dared to speak to my Lord, what if there
are no more than twenty?” The LORD answered, “I will
not destroy it, for the sake of the twenty.” But he still
persisted: “Please, let not my Lord grow angry if I speak
up this last time. What if there are at least ten there?”
He replied, “For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy
Responsorial Psalm Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth;
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
I will worship at your holy temple
and give thanks to your name.
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
Because of your kindness and your truth;
for you have made great above all things
your name and your promise.
When I called you answered me;
you built up strength within me.
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees,
and the proud he knows from afar.
Though I walk amid distress, you preserve me;
against the anger of my enemies you raise your hand.
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
Continued above

Your right hand saves me.
The LORD will complete what he has done for me;
your kindness, O LORD, endures forever;
forsake not the work of your hands.
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.
Second Reading Col 2:12-14
Brothers and sisters: You were buried with him in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. And even
when you were dead in transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, he brought you to life along with him,
having forgiven us all our transgressions; obliterating the
bond against us, with its legal claims, which was opposed
to us, he also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the
cross.
Alleluia Rom 8:15bc
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
You have received a Spirit of adoption,
through which we cry, Abba, Father.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Lk 11:1-13
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray just as John taught his disciples.” He said to them,
“When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread and
forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in
debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test.”
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend to
whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three
loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my
house from a journey and I have nothing to offer him,’ and
he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door
has already been locked and my children and I are already
in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything.’ I tell you, if
he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves because of
their friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he
needs because of his persistence.
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. What
father among you would hand his son a snake when he
asks for a fish? Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for
an egg? If you then, who are wicked, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?"
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An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.

Join St John’s
on August 21st from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
in the Parish Center.
Do you enjoy fun food? Join us on August 21 from 11am2pm in the Parish Center. The Knights of Columbus will
be cooking up a chicken barbeque in the back parking lot.
For $12 you get chicken, baked beans, mac salad and corn
bread. A kids meal option will also be available.
We will also have a bake sale inside the parish center to
satisfy your sweet tooth!
Other activities include a basket raffle, kids crafts, blood
pressure checks, and a fire truck.
Please contact Christine Paoletti at 585-478-2623 or
cpaoletti84@gmail.com for more information!
When I Called, You Answered
Some of us have that friend about whom
we are constantly discovering new
things. Maybe we’ve known this person
for ten or even twenty years, and one day
at lunch we’ll find out they’re a direct
descendant of a dead president or they
once met a major celebrity.
“You never asked,” they’ll say with a
shrug.
As annoying as this can be, it makes
perfect sense, doesn’t it? We never
asked. There is something strangely
sacred about the act of asking for something. It requires humility. It requires grace. It requires us
to be awake, to be aware, to be vulnerable.
Too often we fall into a pattern of entitlement, even when
it comes to information. We go through life thinking that a

great cosmic conveyor belt of what we
want is going to roll on past us, and we’ll
barely even have to extend our arms. We
read our Bible and we hear all these
amazing promises from the Father who
loves us, and we get sort of complacent.
He’s got this, we think, and we shut our
eyes to take a snooze on the road trip of
life, confident that someone else is going
to look out for stop signs and wrong
turns.
It’s true: God’s got this. He is going to
take care of us. But He wants us to be in
relationship with Him. He wants us to be
an active, receptive participant in our own
salvation. See his patience with Abraham’s entreaties on
behalf of the righteous of Sodom: He wants to answer, not
simply to tell.
He wants us to stay awake for the drive.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi
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This Week’s Sanctuary Candles burn for

Tabernacle I Deacon Bob Burke
Tabernacle II Deacon Bob Burke
Marian I Deacon Bob Burke
Marian II Deacon Bob Burke
BLESSINGS OF FINANCIAL

Words of Gratitude for our 2022 Lenten
Mite Box Donations

July 9/10
ATTENDANCE..…..422
BUDGETED Sunday Offering…………….. $
9,706.00
SUNDAY Offering………………………….$ 8,357.63
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$
3,283.00
TOTAL Sunday Offering………………...… $ 11,640.63
OVERAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING…... $ 1,934.63
Second Collections
European Relief…………………………....$
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$
TOTAL Offering…………………….…...…$

446.00
.00
446.00

Missionary….……………………………....$

2,507.20

July 16/17
ATTENDANCE..…..386
BUDGETED Sunday Offering…………….. $
9,706.00
SUNDAY Offering………………………….$ 6,065.16
ONLINE Giving………………………….....$
2,298.00
TOTAL Sunday Offering………………...… $ 8,363.16
SHORTAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING…($ 1,342.84)
Fiscal Year 2022-23 as July 17, 2022
YEARLY BUDGET …………...………..….$ 495,000.00
BUDGETED TO-DATE…………………….$ 29,118.00
ACTUAL COLLECTED……………….…...$ 31,401.44
OVERAGE for Fiscal Year………………. $ 2,283.44
With sincere gratitude, Fr. Peter thanks all who continue
with their financial assistance in support of the many
needs in our parish.
Online Giving
You can make your weekly, monthly, annual and one-time
donations from your checking or savings account, or by using
a credit or debit card, electronically, from your own
computer. It is easy, safe and secure! A link to Online Giving
can be found at our Parish Home Page www.stjohngreece.org.
Don’t hesitate to contact the Parish
Office, 225-8980 for details or
assistance with Online Giving.
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Saint of the Week
– Examples of our Faith
St. James the Apostle | July 25
Saint James the Apostle is also called James,
son of Zebedee, or James the Greater to
distinguish him from the other James in
Jesus’ group of twelve. Most of what we
know about Saint James is recorded in the
New Testament. He and his brother John
were collected by Jesus along the sea of
Galilee. Matthew 4:18-22 tells the story of
Jesus calling first Simon Peter and his brother
Andrew and then the sons of Zebedee. In
Mark 3:17 the brothers receive a nickname
from Jesus who calls them “sons of thunder”
because of their many extreme reactions, like
that in Luke 9:54 when they offer to call
down fire on a Samaritan village.
Saint James was part of Jesus’ intimate circle,
a witness to the Transfiguration, the

resurrection of Jarius’ daughter, and the agony
in the garden of Gethsemane. In A.D. 44 Herod
Agrippa had “James, the brother of John, killed
by the sword.” (Acts 12:2) He is the only
apostle whose martyrdom is written of in the
New Testament.
According to Spanish tradition, his body was
taken to Santiago de Compostela, Spain where
his relics were rediscovered in 9th century. This
tradition has sometimes been attributed to a
passage in the Song of Roland which tells of
St. James appearing to Charlemagne in a
dream, prophesying that Charlemagne would
conquer the Moors in Spain. This was followed
by a vision of stars which if followed would
lead to the saint’s lost tomb. In the Middle
Ages Compostela was a hugely popular
pilgrimage site. The saint’s relics continue to
rest in the cathedral there and one can still
undertake the pilgrimage. ©LPi

Senior Home Communion Service Ministers, July 2022
HAMILTON NURSING HOME COMMUNION SERVICE SCHEDULE

ELDERWOOD VILLAGE COMMUNION SERVICE SCHEDULE

July 31, 2022

July 24, 2022
July 31, 2022

Steve & Mary Ann Donato
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Dan & Melissa Kabasin
Carolyn Kerhaert

